
The 26th Dakar rally marked a return to the event’s roots.
Apart from its symbolic return to the capital of Senegal, the
event offered its record number of participants a magnificent
and arduous course, truly worthy of its mythical status.
Everyone, from the most seasoned international observers to
the most inexperienced competitors, praised the event’s com-
petitive ethos that delivered such superb winners, the won-
derful spirit that reigned over the event from start to finish,
and the quality of its tremendously arduous course. Those
competitors who finally reached Dakar can be rightly proud
of being part of an exclusive circle of true sporting heroes.

The 26th Dakar rally also confirmed several trends that
had been developing for a number of years. The success
of the rally can be gauged by the ever increasing number
of amateurs taking part, the increasing involvement of
manufacturers, and the widening international media
coverage, spreading the news of this unique and major
sporting event across the whole world.

The 2005 Dakar rally will continue where the previous
one left off. Etienne Lavigne, the new Chairman of the
organising committee, and Patrick Zaniroli, its Sporting
Director, are determined to preserve the tremendous
balances that make the Dakar a truly great challenge
while making safety – of both competitors and people
living along the course – their number one priority.

This unique sporting contest is also an opportunity to expe-
rience an unforgettable journey to the very heart of Africa,
and this year, on the way to the shores of the Lac Rose, the

Dakar rally will lead us through the magnificent landscapes
of Morocco, Mauritania, Mali and Senegal. It will be an
exacting course, as you might expect. The sporting side of
things, based on a new set of rules, will feature intense
navigational challenges and many crossings, for the Dakar
rally is much more than a speed race across the desert.

Those who will be taking part in this 27th Dakar rally to
experience the African dream, challenge the rigours of
the course, or rather challenge their own limitations, will
definitely not be disappointed. And those new to the race
who manage to reach the capital of Senegal will in turn
come to form part of the legend of the Dakar rally.
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